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OLC: 78-1914 


Honorable Melvin Price, Chairman 
Committee on Armed Services. 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


Dear Mel: 


I was pleased to note your thoughts in 
the Congressional Record of 27 April regarding 
Congressional access to sensitive security 
data. ae 

. { 

I share your concern of the proliferation 
of access'to sensitive security matters and 
look forward to working with the Congress in 
developing legislation to protect our Nation's 
secrets. 


Yours, 
78/ Stansfield Turner 
STANSFIELD TURNER 
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Ap ril. 27, 


CONGRESSIONAL ACCESS TO SENSI- 
SECURITY DATA 


(Mr. PRICE asked and was given per- 
mission to extend his remarks at this 
point in the Recorp and to include ex~ 
anaes matter.) 

Mr. PRICE. Mr. Speaker, - I recently 
ode an informal check of the access of 
committees of Congress to classified 
security information. To obtain an indi- 

cation of the degree of the proliferation 
of sensitive security information in the 
Congress, I limited my review to the dis- 


wots 


* 


; q tribution of “Restricted Data” amongst 
3 the various committee. The concept of 
- “Restricted Data,” as defined in the 
° Atomic Energy Act, concerns very sensi- 
2 tive defense and national security mate~ 
3 rial related to nuclear energy and pro~ 
io yides for which a unique system of con- 
trol and dissemination | As “statutorily 
te specified, |. .; 
rH I must admit that my check into this 
s 3M matter revealed a disturbing trend. I 
al i found that about 15 individual comumuit- 
1d +8 = tees and subcommittees of the House and 
7 ' Senate have access to “Restricted Data” 
iy 4g and maintain indiyidual Sles of varying 
i if amounts of such information. I also 
by i found .that.about 300 staff members have 
" 4) been authorized to have access to this 
wee i sensitive information. Since the 1960's, 
de. {8 the number of staf people having access- 
pr- i to such data has increased by a factor of 
m3 10. ~ 
ha A fundamental principle of maintain- 
ake ing the securtty of sensitive information 
‘of 49 ss to limit its distribution. In its simplest 
be 1@ terms, this means limit the access to the 
S minimum number of people consistent 
3 ig «with getting the job done. I am con- 
er ]§ cerned that this principle is being vio~ 
ia lated with the growth in access to this 
che one type of specially sensitive security 
sut- if information to 15 separate organizations 
poo, sf in the Congress alone, ; 
we I fully appreciate the need for a cer~ 
the i tain number of committees to have direct 
net- and ready access to Information and fil 
ited WG on sensitiv: information. 
aoe 44 plea is,for the reduction of this acc 
rene a the egSential minim believe this ac- 
i 8 cess £0) ed considerably by 
teity ig Stricter compliance with the committee 
i system of organization wherein specific 
Gen- 7g Tesponsibilities are assigned to Individual 
as of 4 COmumittees. Strictly limiting access to 
vy fi- g@ the committee needing the information 
rany }@ to carry out its responsibbity will, I am 
us a3 4% sure, reduce the proliferation. which is 
atees. 4M occurring, ~~ 
Sagat Although ¥ ‘have not looked into the 


a Handling of other areas of sensitive na~ 
‘fa tional security information than Re~- 
“a Stticted Data, very probably similar un- 
4@ favorable trends have: developed in the 
ig ‘treatment of such areas in the Congress. 
da 2 rmly believe that we can greatly im- 
Sam PTove our treatment of these matters by. 
Teducing the number of congressional or~ 
Ag Fanizations handling such sensitive secu~+ 
a ivy information without relinquishing 
any congressional responsibilities or los- 
. ing any Jegislative control in these areas. 
A. do not think we can overemphasize 
- stb importance of doing everything pos- 
im .° tO safeguard sensitive security in- 
: cmation. Loss of certain information 
“ d well result in the graye endanger- 


. 


ment of our national security. Without 
consideration of the nature of the spe- 
cific matter involved, it is not possible to 
estimate the seriousness of the conse- 
quences which could ensue. Losses of cer- 
tain sensitive security information in the 
past has, in my view, resulted in the nul- 
lification of literally billions. of dollars 
in investment in our defense forces. Ob- 
viously there is probably no graver mat- 
ter that we have to contend with than 
the proper handling and safeguarding of 
such security information. 

The protection of sensitive security 
information is also directly related to the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons which 
is now such a great concern to many 
Members of this body. The availability 
of nuclear weapons technology,.and in 
some cases only an incidental piece of 
information concerning oir weapons 
program, could make it possible for a 
striving dissident or other foreign na-~ 
tional group to attain nuclear weapon 
capability. The forces for such harmful 
diffusion of sensitive information are 
proportional to the number of sources of 
such information. We should, accord- 
ingly, reduce the number of organizations 
gad people to whom such information 1s 
distributed. Although I have limited my 
comments to the Congress, the same fac~ 
tors and related dangers apply to all 
organizations. . . 

The tightening up of howthe Congress 
handles sensitive secttrity information . 
is also important relative to the carrying 
out of oversight responsiblilttes which 
the Congress has. Siraply put, the only 
way we can be effective in exercising ef- 


fective oversight resporisibilities over the. 


safeguard functions performed by the 
executive agencies is by Peemnlety Pets 
formance.® : 


ARE THERE NO CUBAN CASUAL TS 
; IN AFRICA? °. ay ere 
(Mr. SIKES asked and was given/per< 
mission to extend his remarks 2 
point the Recorn and to incl de | ex- 
traneous\ matter.) 
® Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, 
been a dea 
casualties 


heir own destiny. 


ae deaths and ill- 

es. We suffered 
am, despite the 
ai services ever 


tight to determina 
Unauestionably, theke 


Approved For Release 2005/09/29 : Sie aovaaiussboNeuneneesoeses = 


‘important that considerati 


B 3319 


missing relatives. . . 
.\The Russian niourn system pfongea 
thle Cuban forces is anoth=r story, P 


ahs cut off assistance te Castro, his 
regime\ will: collapse. Su, supposedly, 


THE KEY Wr 
SLALION? 


traneous matter.) . _.. 
- Mr. SIEES\ Mr. eee 
realinement I st, Just issued, is a study 


aon.) Latte 


base. It played & very important part ab 
the time of the\Cuban missile crisis in 
1962, If there Sboul 
where in the' Cahibbean, 
‘mecessary functidn. 
Will no longer have 
ama adds to the } 
naval base at Key 
study should resujt) 
Rey West facility, mission could well 
be placed with thd rhost ‘mportant U.S. 
military installation \Jeft im the Carlb- 
mean. That facilfty 3 Gur naval jnstal- 


uomay havea 


& presence in, Paw 
e of maintaining a 
est. If. however, the 
the slosure of jhe 


vill carry Russia's apie of con- 


sT NAVAL 
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was tied nent 


an the Navy’ Ss. 


“e- trouble any - 
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ing in importante, rathf , (ban being hare “fe 


graded, 


ich. ae ered in: U.S 
Report :1\ February dis~ 


cusses recen# trends at\ Guantanamo, 
Particularly ih light of “ha anouncement 
about Key West, it is so¥ increasingly 


a be given to 


maintaining our forces at Guantanaro. 
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America’ 5; 46-aquare-mue O4¢al bego in Cubs, 

after 20 years of threats Ly Fidel Crire w 

“oust thp Yankees.” : BS 


Suddebly the speeche: :. 


3 have been pulie 1 ack, out Of sipht.. 
patro} the line. 


et Guagnténamo day is known jocally nag 
not been raised in the 30+ teral talks being 
hejd between Wusbingtor and even. 
thelr ‘national-intereat sections,” 


rhe reason ie uncertain. But the guess 


Washington fe that Ca:tro Is playing bite” 


i w-key pow In order to  elp his case I eo 
ting the long-standing A:naerican trade ¢| 
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quiet hovers ever Ci advance! a 
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